Two years' experience with two recombinant factor VIII concentrates.
Transmission of infectious diseases via the use of plasma concentrates has lent special significance to the manufacture of recombinant coagulation factor concentrates. At present, two factor VIII concentrates manufactured by recombinant DNA technology, produced by Baxter (Recombinate) and Bayer/Miles (Kogenate), are undergoing clinical trials. At the haemophilia centres in Bonn and Frankfurt am Main a total of 4.1 million IU have been used by twelve patients for prophylaxis and treatment for bleeding between 1989 and 1990. The clinical efficacy, particularly in the treatment of bleeding episodes was good and corresponded with that of plasma-derived concentrates. There were no allergic reactions, development of inhibitors or other serious side effects. In laboratory investigations no adverse results were encountered.